
Who Is In the Champaign County Jail? 
 

A “Snapshot” of the Champaign County Jail Population 
on September 2, 2015 

 
 
This information comes from the Sheriff’s Department Inmate Lookup Page accessed on August 17 and 
September 2  (http://www1.co.champaign.il.us/SHERIFF/InmateLookUp.php). It provides a snapshot of the 
people in jail on those dates (or on home monitoring in some cases).  It does not include the people who were 
booked into jail but were released quickly on bail or recognizance in the preceding days or indicate how many 
more days these people would spend in jail – it’s just a snapshot. 
 

Racial/ethnic breakdown of people in jail and on CHIP/SCRM electronic home monitor 
 
On September 2nd a tally was done of the people both in jail and supervised in the home monitoring programs 
(CHIP and SCRM) as of 9 am, according to the Sheriff’s Inmate Lookup Page: 
 

- - - - - - - - - - -IN JAIL - - - - - - - - - -     - - - - - - - - CHIP/SCRM- - - - - - - 
Race/ethnicity  Total  Male    Female   Total      Male       Female 
Black   145 (71%) 136        9         11 (37%)      8           3 
Hispanic      7 (  3%)     7        0          4 (13%)      3           1 
White     51 (25%)   41      10        14 (47%)    11           3 
Asian       0 (  0%)     0        0           1 (  3%)      1           0 
Total   203  184      19        30         23           7 
 
 
This is remarkably consistent with a previous tally on August 17th which showed a total of 202 people in jail, 
including 146 Black (72%), 5 Hispanic (2.5%), 50 White (25%), and one “I” or Other (0.5%). 
 
 

People awaiting trial vs serving sentence in jail 
Of the 203 people in the jail at 9 am on September 2nd, 17 were booked after about 7 am on September 1st and 
so hadn’t had an arraignment/bond hearing.  The status of the 186 remaining individuals was reviewed for 
number serving a sentence vs number awaiting trial and/or sentence, and for the amount of the bond that was 
set for them.   
 
Of the 186 in jail who had been there long enough for the possibility of plea or trial and sentencing, 27 (15%) 
were serving sentences, including 5 who were also involved in drug court, and 159 (85%) were awaiting trial 
or sentencing.  (30 people were serving sentences on the electronic home monitoring systems.)  Overall, the 
27 who were serving sentences made up only 13% of the 203 in jail. 
  

http://www1.co.champaign.il.us/SHERIFF/InmateLookUp.php
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Bail Amounts 
Bail amounts were listed for 146 people.  The range of bail amounts was from $1,000 to $2,000,000.  The 
number in several ranges is listed below; all of those over $50,000 are grouped together because this was the 
cutoff point used to determine who might have been eligible for pretrial release with possible community 
supervision in the 5-week limited test of a pretrial services program in 2013.  Note that of the 146 individuals 
awaiting trial, 62 (42%) had bail in the < $50,000 range.* 
 
Race/ethnicity    < $10,000 $10,001-$25,000         $25,001-$50,000 >$50,000        Total 
Black       20 (67%)          14 (70%)            9 (75%)         63 (75%)        106 
Hispanic        2 (7%)             1(  5%)            1 (  8%)           2 (  2%)             6 
White         8 (27%)             5 (25%)            2 (17%)         19 (23%)           34 
Total       30           20           12          84          146 
 
*Some of these individuals might not have been eligible for release for various reasons such as out-of-county 
warrants or parole violations.  The $50,000 cutoff point is not a standard amount for making a decision about 
pretrial release, especially if a legal system uses a formal risk assessment to determine likelihood of being 
rearrested for committing a new crime while awaiting trial, or of failing to appear for trial.  Therefore, some of 
the individuals with bail amounts over $50,000 might also have been appropriate for release with or without 
community supervision. 
 

Length of Time in Jail  
This analysis is based on the 203 people who were in jail at 9 am on the morning of September 2, 2015, including 
those who had not yet been to a hearing for bond or arraignment.  Three had been in jail more than a year:  the 
person who has been in jail longest was booked on July 2, 2013, and the next longest was booked almost a year 
later on June 6, 2014, and the third longest on July 16, 2014.  The first few short time categories shown below 
were chosen because of research showing that for low-risk individuals, being held in jail more than 24 hours is 
associated with a  39-57% higher risk of being arrested for a new crime before trial and, if convicted, a 17-51% 
higher likelihood of recidivism.* 
 
Days in jail as of Sept. 2  Number Percentage  
                _____ 
 1   19   |    9%      | 

2     8   |     4%      |        

3-7   19   |--- 84   9%      | --- 41%   
8-14   16   |    8%      |    
15-30   22   |     11%      |     
 
31-60   42  21% 
61-90   56  28% 
>90   21  10% 

 
 
*LJAF Research Summary:  Pretrial Criminal Justice Research at http://www.arnoldfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/02/LJAF-Pretrial-CJ-Research-brief_FNL.pdf , pp. 4-5, accessed 10-3-15. 
 
Prepared by Dorothy Vura-Weis for Build Programs Not Jails, September 2015. 
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